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Bridge Project Update
With the start of the new year and warmer winter 
temperatures, work has resumed on construction of the new 
Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge. Winter storms and the holidays 
halted work on the bridge construction site the second half of 
December. On Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023, workers began clearing 
snow off the barges and preparing equipment to resume work. 
Concrete placing for the capitals at bent four is scheduled for 
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Workers prepare the barges and equipment to resume work on the new bridge on Jan. 3, 2023. 

later this week. The next items to be constructed will be the 
capitals at bent three and the caps at bents four and three. 
Upcoming work this winter will include pile driving for the Fort 
Pierre-side abutment and erecting the structural steel girders. 
SDDOT, the general contractor, and the subcontractors will 
be discussing the bridge construction timeline and scheduling 
moving into 2023.
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2022 was a year of tremendous progress on construction of 
the new Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge. In addition to completing 
all 12 drilled shafts, other highlights included visible headway 
in the construction of the new bridge.

In January 2022, crews began work on the east abutment, 
which will connect the bridge deck to the approach road on 
the Pierre side. The abutment functions as vertical and lateral 
support of the bridge's superstructure. Forty-nine piles were 
driven for the Pierre-side abutment to avoid settlement on 
the approach embankment. 

At the end of 2021, crews had completed two drilled shafts 
and two columns. The general contractor, Jensen Construction 
Company, experienced difficulty drilling the drilled shafts and 
worked with SDDOT and geotechnical and drilling experts to 
determine the best underwater drilling process.

In February and March of 2022, crews had to deal with cold 
temperatures and ice on the river before resuming work on 
the drilled shafts. Concrete for the third drilled shaft was 
placed on March 24, 2022.

Work on the east abutment included construction of the 
footing, upper and lower stem walls, and north and south 
wing walls. In August 2022, crews removed the forms liners 
from the Pierre-side abutment, which revealed a quarry stone 
pattern and vertical fluting on the concrete's surface. 

Work on the new bridge reached a significant milestone on 
Aug. 11, 2022, with the construction of all 12 drilled shafts. 
Work next shifted to above-water construction of the 
columns, capitals, and caps for the new bridge. To date, crews 
have constructed all 12 columns, as well as eight of 12 capitals 
and four of six caps. 

In late summer and the fall of 2022, crews graded and 
excavated behind the Pierre-side abutment in preparation for 
the mechanically stabilizing earth (MSE) walls. Crews installed 
a gravel aggregate under the MSE walls, backfilled for the 
embankment, and installed vertical drain tiles, pipes for storm 
sewer drainage, and two manholes. Due to winter weather, 
it was decided to wait until spring 2023 to begin building the 
MSE walls on the Pierre side. 

Bridge Construction Major Milestones of 2022

Pierre-side abutment on Sept. 14, 2022

Pile driving for the Pierre-side abutment on Jan. 24, 2022

Bridge project site on Nov. 1, 2022


