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Project Update
Before the end of Daylight Savings Time, crews working on
the new Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge were busy taking advantage
of recent warm fall weather. On Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022, crews
placed concrete for the capitals at bent five and stripped
the cap formwork at bent six. To date, three of six bent caps
which will support the new bridge have been completed.
The remainder of this fall and heading into winter, crews
will continue to work on constructing the columns, capitals,

and caps for the new bridge from the Pierre to Fort Pierre
side at bents five, four, and three. Pile driving for the Fort
Pierre-side abutment and erecting the structural steel girders
are scheduled to begin in January 2023, weather permitting.
With the cold snap and a long-range forecast that appears
challenging, it was decided to wait until next spring to begin
building the mechanically stabilizing earth (MSE) retaining
walls on the Pierre side.
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Veterans Day honors all who have served the United States in war or peace—dead or
alive—but is largely intended to thank living veterans for their sacrifices. On this day,
Veterans Day parades and services are organized, and in many places, the American flag
is hung at half-mast. Sometimes a period of silence lasting two minutes is held at 11 a.m.
Veterans Day was originally called Armistice Day and commemorated the end of World War I. While the war officially ended
when the Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919, the fighting ended about seven months before when the Allies and
Germany put into effect an armistice on the eleventh hour, of the eleventh day, of the eleventh month. Nov. 11, 1918, was largely
considered the end of “the war to end all wars” and dubbed Armistice Day. In 1926, Congress officially recognized it as the end
of the war, and in 1938, it became an official holiday, primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of World War I. But World War
II and the Korean War happened, so on June 1, 1954, at the urging of veterans service organizations, Congress amended the
commemoration by changing the word “armistice” to “veterans” so the day would honor American veterans of all wars.
As World War I was a multinational effort, other countries also celebrate their veterans on Nov. 11. But the name of the day
and the types of commemorations differ, for example Canada and Australia both call Nov. 11 “Remembrance Day.” Canada’s
observance is similar to the United States, except many of its citizens wear red poppy flowers to honor their war dead. In
Australia, the day is more akin to the U.S. Memorial Day. Great Britain calls it “Remembrance Day,” too, but observes it on the
Sunday closest to Nov. 11 with parades, services, and two minutes of silence in London to honor those who lost their lives.

