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Project Update
The week of Sept. 5, 2022, crews stripped the cap form at 
bent two, which is the first of the six caps to be completed. 
Crews removed the forms for both capitals at bent seven, and 
on Sept. 14, 2022, placed the formwork for the cap to connect 
the two capitals at bent seven. Crews will also be setting forms 
to construct the next two capitals at bent six. Once completed, 
the six bridge bents will make up the substructure of the new 
bridge, which will support the superstructure and distribute 
bridge load to the underground shaft foundation.
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Crews have been continuing foundation preparation 
and excavation behind the Pierre-side abutment for the 
mechanically stabilizing earth (MSE) retaining walls. Workers 
will be laying drain tubes for storm sewer drainage and 
installing two manholes—a 96-inch and 48-inch manhole. Later 
this month, work is scheduled to shift to the Fort Pierre-side 
abutment. Crews will begin driving pile for the west abutment, 
to be followed by construction of the west abutment footing, 
upper and lower stem walls, and wing walls.

Cap form to connect the bent seven capitals on Sept. 14, 2022 The completed cap at bent two on Sept. 12, 2022



Did You Know...
In 1919, with the ending of World War I and significant 
populations on both sides of the river, Gov. Peter Norbeck 
began lobbying for a small annual tax for the purpose of building 
bridges in South Dakota across the Missouri River. In 1923, the 
South Dakota Legislature appropriated funds for the Missouri 
River bridges. The first Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge, comprised of 
four 300-foot and two 336-foot riveted Pennsylvania through 
truss spans, was completed June 26, 1926 (pictured to the 
right). The bridge was abandoned in 1962 when the current  
John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge was built. The first bridge 
was dropped into the river and removed in 1986. You can read 
more about the history of the state's bridges in the SDDOT 
publication, "Prairie Crossings: South Dakota's Historic 
Roadway Bridges" at dot.sd.gov/transportation/bridges/
historical-bridges. Photo from South Dakota State Historical Society, Pierre

Aerial view of the bent seven capitals on Sept. 12, 2022
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