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Project Update
Starting Aug. 22, 2022, traffic over the John C. Waldron 
Memorial Bridge was reduced to one lane in both directions 
while construction crews transport materials for the next 
phase of the bridge construction project. The westbound 
outside lane and the eastbound inside lane over the bridge will 
be closed for the next several months, resulting in one lane 
of traffic in both directions. The traffic control will help keep 
the public safe as trucks haul materials for the new bridge’s 
embankment and mechanically stabilized earth (MSE) retaining 
walls on the Pierre side of the Missouri River.
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Crews have been performing grading work behind the Pierre-
side abutment in preparation for the MSE walls. Morris Inc. 
is installing a gravel aggregate cushion under the MSE walls 
and backfilling for the embankment. They will also be installing 
vertical drain tiles, storm sewer drainage, and two manholes 
for the abutment. Once this work has been completed, Linhart 
Construction Inc. will bring in the pre-cast panels for the MSE 
walls. Jensen Construction Company, the prime contractor, 
has been continuing to construct columns on top of the new 
bridge's drilled shafts and capitals on top of the columns. 

Grading work behind Pierre-side abutment on Aug. 30, 2022



Construction of the Capitals at Bent Seven

Did You Know...
Observed the first Monday in September, Labor Day 
is an annual celebration of the social and economic 
achievements of American workers. The holiday is rooted 
in the late nineteenth century, when labor activists pushed 
for a federal holiday to recognize the many contributions 
workers have made to America’s strength, prosperity, and 
well-being, according to the U.S. Department of Labor. 
Labor Day was first recognized by individual states prior 
to Congress passing an act on June 28, 1894, making the 
first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday. 
As we prepare to celebrate this Labor Day, thank you 
to all the hard-working people helping to build the new 
John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge! Concrete placing for the bent seven capitals on Aug. 25, 2022

Work on the capital form at bent seven right on Aug. 17, 2022 Lowering the capital form at bent seven left on Aug. 19, 2022

Preparing to place concrete for the capitals on Aug. 25, 2022 Concrete placing for the capitals at bent seven on Aug. 25, 2022


