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Project Update
Work on the new Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge reached a 
significant milestone this month with the construction of all 12 
drilled shafts. On Aug. 11, 2022, crews placed concrete for the 
final drilled shaft at bent three left. Crews will begin "chasing 
each other" from the Pierre to Fort Pierre side as they work to 
construct the columns on top of the drilled shafts, followed 
by the capitals on top of the columns, and finally the caps 
which connect two adjacent capitals to form a bridge bent. To 
date, one cap has been constructed on the Fort Pierre side at 
bent two. The six bridge bents will make up the substructure 

bridgeinfo@projectsolutionsinc.com www.Pierre-FtPierreBridge.com605.391.8732

We are just a click away!
Follow us on social media.

@SouthDakotaDOT

of the new bridge, 
which will support 
the superstructure 
and distribute 
bridge load to 
the underground 
shaft foundation. 
Workers have also been casting the wall panels for the 
mechanically stabilized earth (MSE) retaining walls for the 
Pierre-side abutment of the new bridge.

Concrete placing for the drilled shaft at bent three left on Aug. 11, 2022



Pierre-Side Abutment Concrete Surface

Did You Know...
The SDDOT is responsible for the approximately 1,800 
bridges on the State Trunk System, which includes the 
hydraulic and structural design and plans preparation 
for new bridges, large culverts, and other highway-
related structures. Other tasks performed by the Office 
of Bridge Design includes analysis, rating, overload 
analysis, oversight for condition inspection, and design 
of rehabilitation plans for existing structures along with 
construction engineering support services for all bridges 
and structure projects on the State Trunk System. In 
addition, SDDOT provides technical design guidance 
and construction engineering support services for 
the approximately 4,000 bridges that are on the local 
government and county systems in South Dakota.

Crews have removed form liners from the Pierre-side abutment, which revealed 
a quarry stone pattern and vertical fluting on the concrete's surface.

Concrete placing at bent three left on Aug. 11, 2022


