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Project Update
This week is National Work Zone Awareness 
Week—an annual spring campaign held at the start 
of construction season to remind drivers to be 
attentive while traveling through work zones. "Work 
Zones are a Sign to Slow Down" is the official theme 
of this year's campaign. As work continues on the 
Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge Project, the public should 
be observant of potential lane closures throughout 
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the construction time frame. Drilling and concrete 
placing for the fourth drilled shaft is slated for next 
week at bent number seven right on the Pierre side. 
A flagger may be present on the bike path/pedestrian 
walkway on the Pierre side to temporarily stop 
traffic while pump trucks discharge concrete. Bike/
foot traffic will be allowed to continue once a truck 
has passed. Watch the bridge website for details. n
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Do you have any questions regarding the Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge Construction Project?
Please email us at bridgeinfo@projectsolutionsinc.com.

Contractor Spotlight

Pete Lien & Sons, Inc. is the subcontractor providing 
concrete for the Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge Project. 
The company is an integral part of many communities 
across the United States, and its products and 
services include sand and gravel, crushed stone, 
decorative rock, lime, calcium carbonate, pre-cast 
concrete, ready-mix concrete, concrete pump 
service, specialty products, and land management 
and ranching.

The company was founded by Pete Lien and his sons, 
Chuck and Bruce, in 1944. The business began with 
a limestone quarry in Rapid City to support Rapid 
City Army Air Base (now Ellsworth Air Force Base) 
and the I-90 Interstate Highway System. 

Throughout the company's history, the Lien's core 
business has been acquiring key agricultural lands 
and enhancing some by harvesting additional 
resources, primarily limestone, sand and gravel, 
to grow the business to land management and 
mining. The original quarry that Pete bought from 
his supplier has been mined and reclaimed. The 
company has purchased thousands of acres, mostly 
ranches, while accumulating hundreds of years of 
mineral reserves and currently has active mines 
in northern Colorado, western South Dakota, and 
eastern Wyoming.

One of the most successful growth strategies 
implemented early on in the Lien company history 
was the horizontally-integrated shift into mining 
iron ore for the state cement plant. In 1949, Pete 
Lien & Sons first mined a small deposit southeast of 
Pactola Lake on the Bald Hills range in Pennington 
County. Eventually, the iron ore expansion led to the 
current mining near Nemo, S.D., and has provided 
years of strategic industrial minerals for the country 
and community.

Pete Lien & Sons entered the sand and gravel 
business with the purchase of Birdsall Sand & Gravel 
in 1956. Initially composed of one sand plant on 
the Cheyenne River near Wasta, S.D., the business 
has continued to grow through the years with the 
development of additional plants in western South 
Dakota, central Wyoming, and southern Colorado, 
which produce raw material for the company's 
ready-mix concrete operations.

Pete Lien & Sons also provides concrete pump 
services, which allows concrete to be placed 
precisely where you need it, no matter the obstacles. 
The pumps can reach over, under, high up, below, 
and far away from the concrete mixer trucks to place 
concrete quickly and accurately.

The company has grown over the last four 
generations and remains privately held by members 
of the Pete Lien family committed to serving its 
employees, customers, and communities. n

Pete Lien & Sons, Inc.

1411 N. Waldron  
Fort Pierre, SD 57532
605.223.2536
www.petelien.com

Did You Know...
Once the new bridge is completed, under-bridge lighting will be used to light pedestrian paths beneath the 
bridge, and 28 decorative light poles will be used to light the bridge's roadway.
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