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WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING
On Wednesday, Nov. 3, at about 4 a.m., in the morning, SDDOT personnel and
bridge construction workers were already awake and testing concrete to
complete the first capital pour for the new bridge. Once the concrete passed
inspection, it was dumped from the concrete truck into a bucket that was
transported by a crane and funneled from the bucket into the capital form. There
was approximately 35 cubic yards of concrete placed into the capital. The
concrete will cure for about 7-10 days and then the form can be removed
showing the completed capital and its new aesthetic features. These features
will eventually be painted to give depth and color to the new bridge substructure.
If you are wondering why they had to do the concrete
pours so early, the river is at its lowest levels in the early
morning hours when the water releases from the dam
have made their way downstream. This lower surface
level helps maintain the dry conditions needed to pour
the concrete into the form. We have been asked by the
public if the Army Corp of Engineers can hold back or
delay water releases to assist with water levels for the
concrete pours. Unfortunately, they are unable to hold
back or delay releases due to construction, the
contractor needs to work around water releases when
View inside Capital Form making the decisions to place concrete.

Placing Concrete in Capital Form

Water surface levels and releases from the dam can be monitored at the USGS national water dashboard:
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/?region=lower48&aoi=default
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Veterans Day
Honoring all who served in the United States Armed Forces
Unlike Memorial Day, Veterans Day pays tribute to all American veterans—living or dead—but especially
gives thanks to living veterans who served their country honorably during war or peacetime. Armed
Forces Day recognizes the men and women currently serving in the United States military.
Veterans Day occurs on November 11 every year in the United States in honor of the “eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918 that signaled the end of World War I, known as
Armistice Day. U.S. President Woodrow Wilson first proclaimed Armistice Day on November 11, 1919. At
the time, he said, “To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in
the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both because
of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given America to show her
sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations.” In 1954, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower officially changed the name of the holiday from Armistice Day to Veterans Day.
Take some time Thursday, November 11 to recognize and say thanks to those you know who have
served in our military forces!

