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Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge
Pierre & Fort Pierre, SD

The anticipated date for the new bridge to be open for traffic has been revised
from December 2022 to mid-2023. Removal of the existing bridge will begin once
the new bridge opens and is now scheduled to be completed in mid to late 2024.
This date may change in the future as there has been extensive work done to set
the stage for accelerated construction progress to happen in the coming months.
As for impacts to traffic changes, there will still be two lanes open through the
entirety of the project, with one lane open for westbound traffic through the winter
of 2021/2022. Both westbound lanes will be closed in summer 2022 until
completion of the new bridge. At that time the eastbound lanes will be used for
one lane traffic in both directions and width restrictions will be in effect detouring
over width vehicles to the Oahe Dam.

It’s been nearly a year since the start of the Missouri River Bridge Replacement
Project. This issue will share some updates on project progress and what to
expect in the coming months. 

@SouthDakotaDOT

Pierre-Fort Pierre 

Bridge Newsletter
  Oct. 8, 2021   Issue 19

PROJECT UPDATES AND ANTICIPATIONS

We are just a click away! 
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When comparing the original contractor’s construction
schedule, there have been some delays to the project
schedule. Like many projects, this one is no different in
trying to navigate the impacts felt from the Covid-19
pandemic that have affected the construction supply chain
as well as the labor workforce. When you combine these
circumstances with unexpected equipment breakdowns and
difficult site challenges, it has delayed project progress. 

Construction staging area 8.23.21

Construction staging area 10.4.21



A lot has been completed at the construction site and we can anticipate more to happen in the coming months. There
has been major excavation work on both sides of the river in preparation for the abutments. Aggregate columns have
also been completed on both sides for the foundation improvements and two drilled shafts and two columns have been
poured. In the near future, capital forms will be placed and poured on the completed columns, tie backs for the
temporary shoring will be completed on the Pierre side, and bearing pile for the abutment will be starting on the Fort
Pierre side. Shaft drilling will start back up once the additional drilling equipment is delivered.
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One of the bigger construction challenges that has affected this project is the drilled shafts. Each shaft is a unique
project in which the contractor develops their own approach to meet the requirements and specifications of the shaft.
Like any project, or portion of a project, there can be challenges. This includes equipment break downs, delays in the
delivery of replacement parts, methodology of driving sheet pile and placing aggregate columns, and as stated above,
workforce shortages. To help offset setbacks, the contractor is taking steps to add an additional crane, drilling
equipment, and labor hours. Plans are to hit drilling hard over the winter months.

As stated in our previous issue, it is sometimes difficult to see the progress when it isn’t physically visible. The
construction crews are working diligently every day to bring this project to completion for the communities. To see
pictures of the progress that has taken place over the last 11 months, visit the website at https://pierre-
ftpierrebridge.com/project-photos/
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Q. Will the new bridge pedestrian walkway be open during the removal of

the existing bridge? 

A. Once the new bridge is open for traffic, the pedestrian walkway along the

south side of the bridge, will also be open for pedestrian traffic.
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