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Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge
Pierre & Fort Pierre, SD

Constructed in 1962, the John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge has connected the cities of Fort Pierre and Pierre
for well over its intended 50 years but has reached the threshold where it is more cost effective to replace than
rehabilitate. The planning process surrounding the replacement of the bridge began with a study commencing
on July 1, 2013. The purpose of the study was to maintain the intercity, intrastate, and interstate highway
bridge crossing between Pierre and Fort Pierre, consistent with local, state, and regional development plans,
while improving public safety and mobility. The main objectives of the study were to determine the best bridge
location and bridge type. Study activities included doing the typical study activities of creating an inventory of
existing conditions, forecasting future needs, soliciting input from resource agencies, holding public meetings,
developing recommendations, and preparing a final report. Unique to this study was the creation of a Citizens
Advisory Team. Given the impact the bridge has on all citizens in the community, the Citizens Advisory Team
helped garner additional public input, especially into the aesthetic aspects of the new bridge and the
surrounding areas.

To bring some light to the initial planning of the Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge project, we asked Steve Gramm,
Planning Engineer with SDDOT, to share some background on the project. Steve was involved in the initial
Missouri River Bridge Study which was finalized in 2016. 
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As for the aesthetic/architectural elements, the SDDOT incorporated additional improvements to enhance
the look of the bridge that were funded by the cities of Pierre and Fort Pierre, provided they didn’t interfere
with the traveling public and safety.

This study along with public input gathered from the Citizens Advisory Team helped to determine the
preferred bridge alignment and bridge type which moved the design stage forward to what is being
constructed today. It also set the stage for many of the aesthetic and non-highway components that will
enhance the bridge and surrounding area into a visual representation of the synergistic Pierre-Fort Pierre
community.

For those interested, the final report from the planning study is available on the SDDOT’s website at
https://dot.sd.gov/media/documents/US14ReportFINAL_WEB.pdf.
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The study evaluated
16 different
alignments and their
related influence on
traffic operations. It
took into account 
all movements
between U.S.
Highway 83 and U.S.
Highway 14/S.D.
Highway 34, all
access to areas of
interest, and line of
sight for both
directions. The yellow
box highlights the
alignment that was
selected to be built
upon. 

Similarly, the bridge
type selection process
started with eight
bridge types 
and eighteen 
different cross-section
alternatives before
being reduced to two
bridge types and one
cross-section. The
decision between
Concrete Haunched
Girder and Steel
Haunched Girder was
left to be a design
determination.
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