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MAYOR'S CORNER

Thoughts on the new bridge project from Fort Pierre Mayor, Gloria Hanson

We who are fortunate enough to live in the Pierre/Fort Pierre area rely on the Missouri River
bridge. Eighty-five percent of Fort Pierre residents who are employed work in Pierre. Some go to
church in Pierre, some have kids in the Pierre schools, our healthcare is most likely in Pierre, and
we all shop in Pierre for items not available in Fort Pierre. The bridge is our lifeline.

Mayor Gloria Hanson

It is even more meaningful for me that this bridge is named for Fort Pierre native John Waldron.
John Waldron was the son of a Lakota mother and a white father, and he carried his Lakota warrior
ethic and selfless courage into the Battle of Midway, affecting the outcome of that battle, and
changing the course of World War II.

The new bridge will include enhancements approved by both Pierre and Fort Pierre, attractive lighting on the deck and
the structure of the bridge, as well as belvederes (bump-outs) on the pedestrian walkway for taking in the view of the
Missouri River. We also had the opportunity to plan our own plaza areas to grow our community and bring people
together. As we plan the details for our plaza on the west side of the river, we will focus on highlighting Fort Pierre’s rich
history, including a visible tribute to Commander Waldron. We want to make sure his story lives on for generations to
come.
Another priority is to give residents and visitors better access to our beautiful Missouri River. Our plaza plan includes an
accessible observation pier, which cantilevers over the river’s edge. Future plans include recognition of the historic
significance of buffalo to this area. Discussions have begun with sculptor John Lopez for the creation of a unique bison
sculpture.
We are a unique community. We are two separate cities in two separate counties with two separate school districts, and
officially, in two separate time zones. But to the rest of the world, and to many of our residents, we are one community.
One community, separated by a river, but connected by a bridge….the Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge.
Separated by a river, but bonded by a bridge, this community will use and enjoy this beautiful structure named for a true
local hero for many years to come.
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Thoughts on the new bridge project from Pierre Mayor, Steve Harding

There’s a lot happening along Pierre’s riverfront. Not the least of which is the start of a brand new
bridge.
This is an exciting development for our community that will effectively place a beautiful new
welcome mat for anyone entering the capital city. While absolutely functional and necessary, the
structure itself will also refresh our local riverfront experience.
If you have spent any time in Pierre, you know that the banks of the Missouri River serve as
natural gathering points. In Pierre, we embrace that with walking paths and dedicated park space
Mayor Steve Harding flanking the Missouri from the bridge all the way to Farm Island Recreation Area. Along the way,
we have a variety of points of interest –a causeway, a beach volleyball court, and boat access to
name a few. Now, thanks to the new bridge and associated plaza, we’ll have a new point of interest!
The plaza itself will provide a fresh welcome fitting for the state’s capital city. The bridge will provide new lookouts over
the Missouri River, and a new view I’m personally looking forward to enjoying! The walking path that connects Pierre and
Fort Pierre will be lit and more pedestrian friendly than ever.
This mixture of function and form is a great example of government partnerships and all that can be accomplished when
we work together. Although the bridge project is a state project, the SDDOT brought the community to the table early.
We were given the opportunity to help inform on design decisions, add embellishments that were important to the Pierre
community, and use our own resources to personalize our plaza.
First impressions aren’t everything, but they certainly set a tone. Our new welcome mat will provide a first impression we
can all be proud of and one that will continue to welcome generations of people to Pierre, the capital city of South Dakota.

Project Timeline

Project Update
Site construction began November 2020, and the entire project is expected to
be complete by December 2023. Drilled shaft construction began April 22nd
with installation of the first temporary casing. This was followed by the
permanent casing being installed on April 26. Drilling started the first week of
May and substructure construction will continue through 2021.

Contractor Spotlight
Linhart construction was founded by Jim Linhart in 1987 and for more than 20 years has remained the leading
provider of masonry services. Linhart has been Omaha’s leading provider or retaining wall systems for large-scale
commercial, industrial, roadway and residential projects.
The company has worked on major projects to include Dodge
Street overpass, ConAgara foods and Shadow Lake Towne
Center. On the Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge project, Linhart will
be working on the MSE wall on the Fort Pierre side.
An MSE wall is a Mechanically Stabilized Earth Retaining wall that is a coherent gravity structure. MSE walls are
custom engineered to be aesthetically pleasing and structurally reinforcing. There will also be large block precast
walls placed on both sides of the bridge. These walls are reinforced large concrete block systems that have an
interlocking system that locks one course of block to the next.
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