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Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge
Pierre & Fort Pierre, SD

IT'S OFFICIAL! LET THE CONSTRUCTION BEGIN!
In case you missed it, the groundbreaking officially commenced and construction will start to take off in coming weeks! On
March 29, 2021, Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden was joined by South Dakota’s U.S. Congressional delegation and other state and
local leaders to celebrate the Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron Memorial Bridge Replacement Project. Transportation Secretary Joel
Jundt hosted the event and opened the ceremony sharing some history and importance of the bridge that joins the Pierre and
Fort Pierre communities, and the infrastructure grants and funding sources that made this project a reality. Lt. Governor
Rhoden spoke on the investment of the bridge that not only connects the two cities, but offers opportunities for area residents
to gather, interact, and enjoy the great outdoors. He also spoke on the legacy of Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron and his heroism at
the Battle of Midway following the attack on Pearl Harbor. Speakers also included Senator Mike Rounds, Congressman Dusty
Johnson, Pierre Mayor Steve Harding, and Fort Pierre Mayor Gloria Hanson. The John C. Waldron Bridge is the crossing point
over the Missouri River between Fort Pierre and Pierre and carries U.S. Highways 14 and 83, along with S.D. Highway 34. The
$49 million dollar bridge replacement project is anticipated to be open for traffic in late 2022. Following, will be the demolition of
the current bridge and construction of the Pierre and Fort Pierre Plazas. To watch the groundbreaking event live, or for updates
on the bridge construction, please visit www.pierre-ftpierrebridge.com. 
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In 2002, the bridge was dedicated to Lt. Cmdr. John C. Waldron, World War

II hero, who was born in Fort Pierre, South Dakota in 1900. Waldron served

in the U.S. Navy from 1924 until his death in 1942. 

He is best known for the legacy he left behind during the Battle of Midway,

shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Lt. Cmdr. Waldron made a choice

that day that could have resulted in a court-martial, but he knew it was

beneficial to the mission. He led a squadron of torpedo bombers in an attack

on Japanese carriers drawing in Japanese fighters. His decision forced

Japanese carriers to change course, delayed the launching of a planned

strike against American carriers, and gave way for American dive bombers

to sink three of the four Japanese carriers, changing the course of the battle. 
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The squadron earned the Presidential Unit Citation and

Lieutenant Commander Waldron received the Navy

Cross posthumously, as well as a share of the unit

citation and the Purple Heart. The new bridge will

proudly carry on the name of the Lt. Cmdr. John C.

Waldron Memorial Bridge.

Project Timeline
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WE AREWE ARE
HERE!HERE!

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

Of the 30 men who
set out that morning,
only one survived.
Their sacrifice was
not in vain. 

LT. CMDR. JOHN C. WALDRON

Be prepared, starting next week, westbound traffic from Ramkota Hotel to Oahe Storage will

be reduced to one lane for construction in preparation for bridge and abutment work. Please

note traffic speeds may be reduced. This closure will remain in effect until further notice. 


