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HOW DO THEY BUILD THE BRIDGE WITH ALL THAT WATER BELOW?
Have you seen these giant tubes sitting on the water or the huge reinforcing steel cage being built? If you are wondering what
they are for, we are here to explain! The new bridge foundation construction is using the casing method for constructing the
drilled shafts, the foundation of the bridge. The casing method we will use will include a temporary outer casing and inner
permanent casing. The space between the large casing and permanent inner casing will be used for waste materials and to
retain soils and water. This allows for excavation in the river for the concrete to be placed in the drilled shaft.
The outer temporary casing serves no permanent structural function and will be extracted after the drilled shaft is complete. It
is 13 1/2 feet in diameter and merely acting as a cofferdam to keep the water out of the drilled shaft excavation. The smaller
permanent casing that will remain is 10 feet in diameter. The permanent casing acts as a form for the concrete and is left in
place creating part of the final product.
An auger will drill through the
permanent casing prior to placing
concrete and excavate the hole to
the correct depth. An 8-foot 10-inch
reinforcing steel cage will then be
placed in the drilled shaft hole and
concrete will be pumped into the
excavation starting at the bottom of
the shaft. This process will be
repeated to build the foundations of
our new bridge that will serve the
community for decades to come! For
a more in-depth explanation of the
process, please check out the FAQ
on our website,
www.pierre-ftpierrebridge.com.
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Project Timeline

Construction began in November 2020, and is expected to be completed by
December 2023. A 3rd crane has arrived and is in use. The drilled shaft
construction has begun. Substructure construction will continue through
2021. Abutment and roadway work on the northeast side of the bridge will
begin late Spring 2021.

Contractor Spotlight
Grizzly Steel, owned by Jeff Matuewezski and Dominic Mocko, was founded in 2007 by
Jeff. They strive to provide fast-paced, high-quality service to their clients. Grizzly
specializes in all types of iron and steel construction. No project is too small or too large.

The core crew at Grizzly has over 50 years of experience working in the iron and steel
construction industry. They are reinforcing steel installers for bridges, industrial, public
works, and commercial projects. Headquarters is in Whitehall, Montana, but they
service surrounding states. They are excited to have started their first project in South
Dakota.
Grizzly Steel will be installing approximately 1,292
tons of reinforcing steel on the bridge substructure
and the deck. Work began on the substructure this
week. The substructure will contain 665.7 tons of
rebar and the deepest support shaft is 135 feet,
which is nearly 13 stories tall. The bridge deck is
over 77 feet wide and will span 1,686 feet in length.
Pictured to the left is a Grizzly Steel employee
welding part of the steel cage.

Ask a Question

Do you have a question regarding the Pierre-Fort Pierre Bridge Construction Project? Please
email us at bridgeinfo@projectsolutionsinc.com

